Dear Parents,

Your child has expressed an interest in taking part in a creative problem-solving program called Odyssey of the Mind.  The program is being offered on an extra-curricular basis. One of the major features that attracts me to this program is that it is entirely “kid done” – from writing the script for a play, to building a contraption, to making a costume and designing the props! The students have to think of solutions and create and design using ONLY their own ideas and skills.  The coach is only a facilitator – supervising, finding materials and guiding the kids in their problem solving. You can find out more about Odyssey at their website: www.odysseybc.ca  
Odyssey is also a PARENT PARTICIPATION event!  If we are going to do this program, we will need parent coaches for the teams - this is a great way to be involved with your child in a fun-filled, educational experience! Please volunteer – each team must provide 2 volunteers and 2 judges - we can’t do this program without you.
[image: image1.png]odysse
@of thel.J mind l‘J



There will be an Awareness session on_______________________ at ________ if you want to find out more of what’s involved. 
Timelines:  Organize teams/coaches in October/November.  Team problem solving/practices as soon as we get organized.  The tournaments where the team competes will be held on Saturday March _____ and Saturday April_____.

Logistics: The coach and team members determine the team’s schedule and meeting place.  Practices can take place at the school or at the Coaches’ homes – whatever works best for the team.  At the beginning, teams usually meet for one or two practices a week.  Inevitably, when it comes close to the competition, more practices are needed.  The time commitment is roughly that of coaching a soccer team.

If you have any further questions, please call me at the school (_____________) or you can email me at ______________________.  I hope you can find the time to be involved in this great program!
Student’s Name: ____________________________ Grade _____ Phone Number: ________________
I give permission for my child to join an Odyssey of the Mind team and to participate in the Odyssey of the Mind program.  I understand that my child must be available to participate in the Tournaments on Saturday March ______ and Saturday April _____ from 8:30am to 4:00pm.  Each team needs to supply 1 judge and 2 volunteers for both tournament dates:

I will:

·  Coach  or Co-coach a team and would like to attend the Coaches Training.
· I will help by supervising practice sessions.

· I would be a judge (training is provided/required).
· I will volunteer at the tournaments.
Parent’s Name: ______________________________

Signature:__________________________   Date:  _____________________
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Odyssey of the Mind is sponsored by NASA.  Find out more on their websites:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.odysseybc.ca" ��www.odysseybc.ca� and www.odyssesyofthemind.com














pg2

